r

. argue that his personal co

¢tand hecoroothe 2z
¢ \clusrvate aair, and he is prepared to'suffer the consequences etc. . Jight of the Torah and mitzvos, until the time when “Gods Clory will
i Whether he realizes it or fiot, his conduct may have implications for * pe revealed, and all flesh shall see” (seiah 40:5), and “all the earth will

o Even though in civilian fife a private may be superior to his C:O., the
« order must be executed. pror

| principle of na asen v’q'rsE ima, the condition on which Jews accepted
the Torah and mitzvos from the Supreme Commander, the Giver of
_ the Torah and mitzvos. -~ © SR S
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2¢ The Last Won) 8¢
= ! “WHEN You Go OuT As A CAMP...” (v. 10)

What makes servicemen paiﬁculaﬂy”re{:epivive -to..the  basic 1 soldier’s personal moral attitude: it is of vital importance to the whole

approach” of Torah-true Judaist'is; first-of all; the. very basic army. sometimes even in fiMe Of peatE—mm————
principle. on which the military depends, “namely. Obedience and €analogy to Jewish life, it becomes quite evident how
discipline in the execution of an order by hi commanding officer:- [\ vitally important is every Jew’s commitment to Torah and
mitzvos in his personal life and in spreading Yiddishkeit to the fullest
extent of his influence. It may be added that the Jewish people live in
2 state of emergency, what with the general atmsphere of trends and
ideas which are inimical to the Torah way, and a Jew having to fight
o overcome all and sundry alien forces which tend to undermine his
spiritual, hence also physical, existence. '
U other words, every Jew must consider himself a "soldier” in
 God’s Army (Tzivos Hashem) and bé on a constant alert fo. spread the

~whether or_not the soldier
nce: This, of course, corresponds. to. the

inds its Signi

A further basic point in_mil

an. order

ethecorn

‘his entire unit and all the military. In case of an ‘emergency or war,
the personal conduct of a single soldier could very seriously affecthis
platoon and brigade and dijiision and the- entire military operation,

!the whole amy and country. Thus it'is not just a question ‘of one

be full of the knowledge of God as the waters cover the sea” (bid.

f?:b’%\jﬂhich will_come to pass with the’appearance of Mashiach 3

zidkeinu, may he come speedily in our time.
- (Excerpt from-a letter of the Rebbe dated 24 Adar, 5737)
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2T 338 99 550 %9 REa=bR=y~piiry h"?j -‘,5;? TRYD DY - you shall make a guard rail for your

[ roof, so that you shall not cause blood [t0 be spilled] in your house, that the one who falls should fall from
it. In the halachah, the principle of the vulnerability of man plays an important role. We have
many laws pertaining to safety; our code is replete with them. These laws are rooted in the no-
tion of human exposure to the so-called accident.

Not only the body is vulnerable, but the human SPirit, too, is vulnerably exposed. The
whole concept of Construct a Jence around the Taw (Aves T-T) s rooted in the notion of the vulner-
ability of spiritual man. The spirit, the human intellect, the human fantasy, are exposed to all
kinds of pressures and influences. That is why a fence is necessary. Man is vulnerable both as a
physical being and as a spiritual personality.

( THET}qu;zab,i_lm;gfﬁm@wi.sﬁ,mg;s.t,@wmgic truth; it is an erhical-halachic posty-
late. The awareness of vul ility. of being exposed, engenders many ethical virtues, among
which the most important is humility. Man must practice humility; pride and vanity are both
degrading and corrupting. Humility is perhaps the highest ethical virtue—Maimonides even
suspended the rule of the golden mean vis-a-vis humility, writing that one must be of exceedingly

(&humblc and lowly spirit (Hilchos De’os 2:3).

H%ﬂﬂé&lﬁ_@g@g@pg@ﬁﬁ_momem man becomes aware of his vulnerability
and of the suddenness with which fortune changes. This awareness is cathartic. cleansing; it is
an awareness that ennobles man and has a redemptive Impact upon him. Humility is the expres-
sion of that awareness. (Days of Deliverance, pp. 8-11)
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